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EDITORIAL
MEN, BROTHERS, FAITHFUL TO THE GOSPEL 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has had different consequences in the Provinces of the Institute. Most 
probably, relatives, friends, colleagues, associates, collaborators and especially our confrères 
passed away. 
Here I would like to draw, briefly, the picture of someone that I consider being a hero of the Gospel. 
I should have told that to him in his lifetime, but he would have been shocked, or rather, he would 
have found it rather funny. I am referring to Bro. Jérôme Riopel, from the Province of Canada. I want 
to say a few words about him because he was very close to me. 
I think that I met him for the first time during my Major Juniorate, at Mascouche. He was in charge 
of the barn and of the pigs that were reared over there. Many times, he had to request the then 
Director of the Juniorate, for the help of a few inmates to bring back to the pigsty his animals that 
were fond of open space. Later on, I came to know that he had become a missionary in a foreign 
mission land. He had to struggle to adapt to languages, food, climate and various tasks that were 
almost completely new to him. He did it, without making any fuss, to lighten the burden of his 
Confreres. 
When he came back to his homeland, he was not too well but he was full of wisdom due to his old 
age, so he was fit to start a new career. He visited his confreres who were sick, helped them to move 
around, drove them for shopping, for healthcare, prayed the Rosary or Divine Office with them. He 
was patient, good humoured and so friendly. His body made him suffer ... but nobody was aware of 
it because when he was asked: "How are you?" He always answered, in his low and serious tone, 
slightly trailing: "I am fine!" Nothing else! Nothing more! 

I still can see him during our last get-
together, sitting in a wheelchair at the end of 
a table, he had a few chocolates for diabetics 
in front of his plate. They were swiftly 
swallowed down, long before the other 
guests came and sat next to him… He even 
took time to render a visit to the chocolates 
that were placed in front of the other guests’ 
plates… What a man! So simple! So straight! 
So kind! 
St. Matthew’s Gospel narrates the sorting of 
those who are saved ... the sheep, blessed by 
the Father, go to the right, the other ones will 
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choose the left. The first ones will ask for the reasons of this kind of sorting… 
They will be told: “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.' Then the 
righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and 
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it 
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?' And the king will answer 
them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, 
you did it to me’.” And I can see the Blessed Virgin Mary coming forward to welcome Bro. Jérôme 
... he prayed to her, he made people pray to her, he liked to say her: “Remember, O most 

gracious Virgin Mary…”. 

And I can see, here, Bro. Jérôme who, in turn, comes forward, not at ease at all, in front of this 
audience ... the Father, the Son, the Spirit are waiting for him because he loved the others so much, 
he served them so well, just like that. He was just a man of service, by nature. Yes, we have saints 
living among us, people who spend days, years, with us, as if they were not there, simple, forgotten, 
unknown people but who loved the Gospel so much to die for it! 

Bro. Ronald Brissette, s g 

BROTHERHOOD IS A SIGN OF HOPE TO MAKE CHRIST VISIBLE 
"There is no other love like the love for a brother. There is no other love like the love from a brother". 
The love of Christ is same for each one who embraces His way. The religious Brothers are called to 
be "Brothers of Christ". We are called to be Brothers to one another in mutual love and working 
together, brothers to everyone in their witness to Christ's love for all, especially the lowliest, the 
neediest, and Brothers for a greater Brotherhood in our mission. A Brother while being one with 
society and with lay people will outshine them by his quality of transcendence, by his prophetic 
presence and by the challenging character of the way he lives the Gospel. He will then become an 
unmistakable sign of his being led by the Spirit of Jesus Christ to the service of others. The first 
ministry that Brothers develop the fundamental values of the Gospel and to respond with holiness 
of life to the love of God poured into their hearts. The feature of the person of Christ that he specially 
underlines in his life is that of brotherhood or fraternity, fraternity open to all, especially the least, 
the humble, the oppressed, the unloved and to those who are less likely to experience the good 
news of God's love in their lives. 
 
To build and cultivate relationship we must be people of love. In demonstrating the possibility of 
permanent commitment, we proclaim that we are people of hope. Suggesting pathways to God and 
accompanying others along with them require that we are people of faith. To notice and address 
emerging apostolic needs, we must be people of discernment and all 
these qualities of life assume that we are people of prayer. Reacting to 
the signs of times is a supreme and prophetic challenge to all of us. The 
prophet must enable, empower and energize people to rise above the 
human and spiritual plight. We are called to seek promoters of justice 
and compassion, and to be a new people of God to surrender ourselves 
totally to the service of God and of humanity. So, we must be heralds of 
hope in the Kingdom and transform ourselves and the society and finally 
we shall bring Christ love to all people of good will. 
 
Bro. Srujan 
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SPAIN (March 2020) 

THE VICAR GENERAL MEETS THE COLLABORATORS OF THE SHARED MISSION OF MADRID AND THE 
TEAMS OF DIRECTORS of MADRID, LA AGUILERA AND ROA. 
Today, we are blessed to welcome, Bro. Dionigi Taffarello, the Vicar General, who has come to visit 
our School for the first time. We are happy to greet him with appreciation and gratitude. In our 
annual program, a meeting of the Shared Mission was scheduled for today, February 15. We have 
made the needed adaptations to welcome Bro. Dionigi. Therefore, we have here present for the 
meeting: the teams of teachers from St. Gabriel School, Roa, Aranda de Duero and Madrid, along 
with a representation of the groups of the Montfortian Family of Aranda de Duero, and the group 
of Faith and Friendship Families. 
It has been an important meeting. The Vicar General presented the groups of Lay Associates of the 
Brothers in the international framework of Partnership. He also thanked the participants and 
strongly expressed his desire to see us continue supporting the Montfortian charism with energy 
and enthusiasm. 
THE VICAR GENERAL MEETS AGMONT (BARCELONA) 
On February 22, AGMONT 
(Montfortian Gabrielite 
Associates) received the 
visit of Bro. Dionigi 
Taffarello, Vicar General 
of the Congregation. 
The meeting was held in 
the premises of the 
Provincial House, in 
Barcelona. We spent a 
whole afternoon with Bro. 
Dionigi. 
With the support of a 
slideshow, we presented to the AGMONT’s Board, the organization of the General Council of the 
Brothers of St. Gabriel, their Headquarters in Rome as well as the sharing of responsibilities and 
functions at the General level of the Congregation. This was useful for the AGMONT’s Members to 
situate Bro. Dionigi within the framework of the Gabrielite Institution. 
After this first information, we presented the structure of AGMONT to Bro. Dionigi and a brief 
history of the formation of the group, its activities both formative and recreational, the meetings 
that are carried out, as well as the bonds and commitments with the Congregation of the Brothers 
of St. Gabriel. 
We explained how the Association finds its own resources, the social actions performed within and 
outside the Institutions, and the collaboration with the Gabrielite Solidarity network. 
AGMONT members approved a grant of 10 000 euros for the education of the blind and deaf in 
Kikwit, Democratic Republic of Congo, to purchase: 

-  Braille machines, Braille tablets and texts for visually impaired of "BO TA MONA" School for 
Blind; 

-  Sewing machines for the workshop of the visually impaired of "BO TA TUBA" School for Deaf. 
To complete our presentation, we showed Bro. Dionigi a brief report, with pictures of the meetings, 
lotteries, gatherings and outings that are organized during the academic year. 
Bro. Faustino presided over the Eucharist as he does each time we meet. 
The day came to an end with a light meal with pizzas and, as dessert, typical Andalusian pasta. 
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REPORT OF A DAY WITH BRO. DIONIGI TAFFARELLO AT ST. GABRIEL’s SCHOOL, VILADECANS 
                     by Francesc Serra Gené, Director 
We received the visit of the Vicar General, Bro. Dionigi Taffarello, along with the Provincial Superior, 
Bro. Faustino Besa, on February 26. According to the schedule, they arrived at 10:00 a. m. sharp, 
with a genuine British punctuality! 
After the greetings and presentation of the management team, the staff, the secretariat and the 
administration, we began the visit of the Institution. 
We started with the Nursery Class. We could visit different rooms and see the OnMat (learning 
mathematics) and Ludiletras (spelling and reading) work. Other students were quietly having lunch 
in their classroom before going to the swimming-pool. 
Then, we went to the Primary Section where we could greet the representative of the Guardianship 
who was teaching at the moment. We could participate in other classes of OnMat (it seemed as if it 
was the day for mathematics) and English. Everybody appreciated our teaching method based on 
oral and action for learning a language. Bro. Dionigi was very much interested to know about this 
method. We attended a music lesson, as well. The students sang two songs for us (one of them in 
English). The audience was enthralled. 
We went on to the Higher Secondary Section. We saw the work done during the previous period. 
We took the opportunity to introduce Bro. Dionigi to a second-year student who could speak Italian. 
They talked for some time about the difficulties of the last lesson and the options offered for the 
student’s future. Bro. Dionigi was grateful to have had the opportunity to interact with a student in 
his own language. 
Later on, we visited the Sports Complex. Bro. Dionigi was impressed by the modern facilities and 
especially the spacious changing rooms. 
Without delay, we moved to the management team’s meeting-room. Bro. Dionigi got to know the 
personnel he had not greeted so far. In his address, he appreciated in a special way, the family 
atmosphere he had found in the School, even if it is a big Institution, the good relationship he had 
noted between the teachers, and finally he insisted on the fact that we should never forget that we 
have to place students at the centre of our educational vision, with a special predilection for the 
most needy. 
After a one-hour sharing, the Director of studies took the two Brothers to the workshops. There 
they got to know, first-hand, the studies of the automation families which they were very much 
interested in. 
Finally, we had lunch with a few teachers and the other Members of the Community. 
After meeting the Bothers of the Community, at about half past 4 p. m., we left the School whilst 
insisting on the fact that the visit had been very pleasant. All agreed with Bro. Dionigi’s 
recommendation to always believe in an education based on the values promoted by St Louis-Marie 
de Montfort. 

THE VICAR GENERAL MEETS THE 
GROUP OF THE SHARED MISSION IN 
BARCELONA 
On Saturday February 29, at the 
Provincial House, in Barcelona, we 
gathered for the second annual training 
meeting meant for the deepening of the 
Shared Mission. It was a very special 
meeting, with the presence of Bro. 
Dionigi Taffarello, Vicar General of the 
Brothers of St. Gabriel. 
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Nine Brothers and nineteen Laity gathered from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The meeting started with a short 
contemplation of the four elements of Creation and a prayer. 
The agenda was in continuation of the programme held last November on the Rule of Life of the 
Brothers of St. Gabriel. This time, we looked at some extracts from the chapters related to the 
educational mission, which provided us with the opportunity to share about our experiences, first 
in small groups then in general assembly. A simple dynamic helped the participants to relate the 
texts with the reality of our educational communities. 
 
At the end of the meeting, Bro. Dionigi congratulated all the participants for the work that is done 
in the Province, and he invited them to continue the sharing between Brothers and Laity, so as to 
build up the future of the mission. He also thanked for the warm welcome he had received in all the 
Institutions he had visited. 
JOINT TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR BROTHERS AND LAITY: JUSTICE, PEACE AND INTEGRITY OF 
CREATION 
On March 7 and 8, at the Casa de las Angelicas, in Zaragoza, we had a joint Training Programme for 
Brothers and Laity. This training has been carried out for two years, and it deals with themes related 
to our mission. 

 
We were nearly 40 participants. 
We shared about the themes of 
Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation. The 18th Provincial 
Chapter of the Brothers, held in 
November, in Barcelona, studied 
these topics and planned to give 
them a new impetus. 
Under the guidance of Manuel 
Andueza, a Graduate in Theology 
and Educational Psychology, we 

pondered upon the theological, ethical, social and ecological foundations of the theme to which was 
added a reflection on the Montfortian and Gabrielite contributions which invite us all to deal with 
creation taking into account its sacredness, to work for justice, peace and the integrity of creation. 
Finally, a sharing was organized, concerning the different sensitivities and ways of "looking at" 
Creation. The sharing proved to be very enriching. It invited us to check and rethink the meaning of 
the tasks that we accomplish in common. Therefore, it was decided to set up a Provincial 
Commission aimed at coordinating and energizing the practices already underway in our 
Institutions. 
According to the participants, this weekend spent for training and living together, gave a strong 
impetus to work with more passion for the Montfortian Gabrielite Mission. 
 
OFFICIAL LETTER TO THE INSTITUTIONS CONCERNING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

To all Teachers, Administrative and Service Staff, Technicians and Collaborators of the Gabrielite 
Institutions. 
 
Faced with the current situation, we hope and pray that you and your near and dear ones remain 
healthy and full of energy. 
A long week has gone by since the Authorities have decided to close down the schools and therefore, 
the suspension of all the educational activities at all levels of formation. This situation urged us to 
face the challenge with optimism and creativity, thanks to the technical means that we have at our 
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disposal and maintain the educational activities of the students so that they feel supported in this 
new context. 
The necessary technical infrastructure has been developed very quickly to make smart-working 
possible. The purpose of this initiative is to continue to provide the best possible service to our 
students and their families who have put their trust in us and support them in the education of their 
children. 
Throughout 100 years of history in Spain, the Gabrielite Institutions have always been able to adapt 
to any challenge of the time. We are convinced that, in the present context, we will be able to face 
the situation by putting together the best of each one of us and of our Institutions. 
We continue to hope, while standing in solidarity along with all the families who are suffering from 
illness or separation, and we hope and pray for their speedy recovery. 
We will not get out of this difficult situation without a strong solidarity. And the best way to exercise 
it, is to act responsibly and consistently in the fulfilment of our commitments. The fight against the 
Covid-19 is a collective task; only a common effort will reduce and shorten the suffering caused by 
the pandemic. We encourage everyone to comply with the directives that have been given. Let us 
not forget those who are suffering, the sick, the elderly. As Human Beings and as Christians, we must 
commit ourselves to have faith, to maintain hope, to practice charity. 
"May God help you discover new ways of living together and new expressions of love" (Pope 
Francis, prayer for families in quarantine) 
We are confident that soon we will move from virtual hugs to real hugs. 
 
The Gabrielite Institution 
 

SPAIN (April 2020) 

WELCOME TO THE GABRIELITE NEWS BULLETIN     Bro. Faustino Besa Gil, Provincial Superior 
 
During the Provincial Chapter, on November 13, Brothers and Laity, Members of the management 
teams of our Institutions, noted that there was no News Bulletin for the personnel of our 
educational Communities. 
Communication, no doubt about that, is essential for our mutual knowledge and esteem. It will 
always be good to make known what is extraordinary in our daily life and the events that mark our 
existence. 

We count on you 
to launch this 
awaited News 
Bulletin that we 
would like to 
entitle: “INFO-

GABRIELISTAS". We want to publish it every month. We are hurrying up so that you can have a copy, 
on April 28, on the day when we celebrate the Feast of St. Louis Marie de Montfort, our Founder.  
Let us strive to be creative during our lockdown, and virtually united through this means of 
communication. 
Two reasons are motivating us to publish the News Bulletin: To share experiences to enrich the 
people concerned and to strive in a common effort to promote the sense of belonging. In April 2018, 
the General Chapter had strongly affirmed that active communication helps us to grow in 
communion, and it urged us to use today's resources so that communication be fast, regular and 
direct, at all levels. 
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Everything can be achieved with effort and hope. We can succeed if we believe that communication 
is important and if we get involved in this project. Receiving the Newsletter as a family letter will 
make us wait for it impatiently but will, also, arouse the desire to contribute to its publication. 
We solicit your contribution to "INFO-GABRIELISTAS" whatever your mission be in the Educational 
and Religious Community, whether we are Laity or Brothers. We are committed to this project 
because we are convinced of its value. 
I invite you to contribute with the talents that the Lord has entrusted to you. They are many and 
precious if we put them at the service of others. Thanks to everyone! Off we go! 
THEME OF THE MONTH: SG at home 
A few weeks ago, nobody could imagine a situation like the one we are currently experiencing 
because of COVID-19. Schools are closed down and families are locked down, at home. This has 
caused an extraordinary situation and constitutes a huge challenge for our Institutions and for 
society in general. 
Right from the beginning, we had decided to support all the students and their families in the 
learning process, offering them ideas and projects in spite of their absence from the classrooms. To 
facilitate continuity in the student's learning process, in these exceptionally difficult conditions, the 
TAC (Learning and Knowledge Technology) teams have made an extraordinary effort to organize 

and make available 
the necessary 

technological 
resources for teachers 
and families. 
For this purpose, we 
have spared some 
space called "St. 
Gabriel at home", on 
the Web pages of our 
Institutions where we 
present a calendar for 
the weekly projects 
and homework for 

each class level. 
(…) Another challenge has arisen. We want to pay a special care to the vulnerable student. Not only 
because he does not have access to technology to learn online, but also because he cannot count 
on a sufficient academic support from his parents. To minimize these deficits, we decided to 
accompany each individual student. We worked closely with the Orientation Department of each 
School and with external educational and social services. 
 
Dealing with the Lockdown: Digital Education.    by Carlos Garnacho, in-charge 
The challenge was to create a platform allowing us to send and control educational contents easily 
accessible to our families. 
 
"SG at Home" is a technological project with educational foundations. It is a website with an open, 
dynamic content, adaptable, developed with Google Site technology in a GSuite environment and 
which replicates the structure of the educational stages. In addition, it offers activities and content, 
which can be evaluated. 
Its main characteristic is to be an open content website: thanks to the configuration of the specific 
domain provided by GSuite for Education, we were able to create websites, from a URL (Uniform 
Resource Locator) so that families, thanks to a simple link placed in our websites can access their 
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content. It is also dynamic, based 
on the Google Driver 
management system and it is 
updated from a back office that 
allows you to navigate along with 
the contents quickly and easily. 
 
In addition, it has a two-way 
communication box, allowing 
families to send teachers the work 
done by their children and 
teachers to inform families and 
students about progress and 
execution. 
The web page is totally flexible 
(responsive web design) and, even 
in different screen resolutions, it 

adapts perfectly to computer, tablet, cell phone screens. In addition, the stability and robustness of 
the Google server system provide us with the necessary response guarantee for the purpose of our 
website. It is the solution that we have chosen. 
 
St. Gabriel at Home   By Eduardo San José, Communication Coordinator 
With the declaration of the state of emergency and the lockdown, St. Gabriel’s Hr. Sec. School, 
Madrid, started the educational project online: "St. Gabriel at Home". The project is proving to be 
a success, with full participation of students in virtual classes, with real-time videoconferences, 
webinars, podcast and evaluation forms, etc. 
 

"St. Gabriel at Home" lays the foundations for a 
digital project that is built on a daily basis and 
adapted to the new technologies and the 
challenges of education in the 21st Century. 
 
To learn more, click on the link hereafter or copy 
it to your browser: 
Link for the video 
https://youtu.be/gshOF32a4Pg 
 

Little gift: Bro. Santiago’s Poem 
 
In a sincere homage to the 
Brothers of St. Gabriel who 
passed away during the month of 
April: Bro. Ricardo Tobar 
(February 19, 1930 - April 1, 
2020) and Bro. Elicio Ibeas (July 
13, 1933 - April 16, 2020). 
A poem by Bro. Santiago pays 
homage to these men, these 
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beloved Brothers who passed away. 
In this poem, he gets in touch with all the human beings that COVID-19 carries away day after day 
... and he prays that they go towards the sun in shining daylight. 
ST. GABRIEL ARANDA TV.        By Brother Angel Llana Obeso 

 
We were in the 3rd week of 
March of this year 2020. The 
Coronavirus pandemic was 
starting to spread rapidly in our 
country, causing fear, 
desolation and death 
everywhere and despair, 
sorrow, pain, sadness ... 
Therefore, the idea of offering 
the prayers of our Community, 
online, and providing support by 

telephone calls or emails, germinated in our minds. 
 
Professor José Enrique García committed to take care of the technical work. He applied to YouTube 
for a free (non-commercial) license for the live broadcasts of the celebrations we were about to 
have. YouTube granted the requested license. The channel received a name: "St. Gabriel - Aranda 
TV". 
On March 29, there was a presentation of the project that had been announced beforehand on the 
social media. The next day, March 30, we began the live broadcasts of the daily Eucharist from our 
Community at La Aguilera. 
- To date, April 26, we have produced 21 programs. We are overwhelmed and surprised with the 
experience, as we know the number of followers. Some celebrations were followed by faithful from 
France, Italy, Colombia, Peru, Canada... 
 

PARTNERSHIP GROUPS GOING BACK TO THE SOURCES 
 

The Associates, who had expressed the desire to share our mission in education, wanted to deepen 
their knowledge of the Rule of Life of the Brothers of St. Gabriel. Therefore, they started a rereading 
of the Rule with the aim of discovering and better know about this lifestyle inspired by the writings 
of St. Louis Marie de Montfort. The two programs that were organized, were a mutual enrichment 
for both, Brothers and 
Laity, and gave the latter, 
an opportunity to better 
understand their role in 
the Congregation. 
 
The collaborators, in 
charge of the management 
of the Institutions, studied 
important circulars of the 
Superiors General in order 
to find an inspiration that 
would help them to build 
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genuine Montfortian Gabrielite Communities involved in the educational field. 
 
And all the Members of the educational Communities who animate our Institutions have tried to 
discover Gabriel Deshayes’ contributions as the restorer, in continuation with Montfort's work. 
To go back to the source means to continue to give life to an educational history. It means to be, 
ourselves, a "tradition". It is to make ours the formula of the philosopher Paul Ricœur who said: 
"Legacy remains alive only if it is able to react creatively to situations". 
 
The Shared Mission team, like all the members of the educational communities, went on working 
on some of the objectives proposed by the International Formation Commission during the last 
meeting held in Singapore from January 28 to February 05. Some specific proposals were firmly 
supported: to write up and translate the themes of a formation plan for the Associates of all the 
Provinces; to create a Web-page, linked to the Website of the Generalate where documents, as well 
as the pictures, photos, videos, etc. will be stored and made available to the Brothers and the Laity 
in charge of formation. 
 

THE INSTITUTIONS 
ST. LOUIS MARIE DE MONTFORT AT HOME: Gabrielite Pastoral 
 
As we recall Montfort’s lockdown, in his cubbyhole of Rue-du-Pot-de-fer, the episode contains, 
today, more than ever, for us too, a prophetic meaning. Our students are also "locked down" and 
wonder what is going on in the world. Until now, it seemed that we could help them answer the 
questions, but now, we, too, are in a "crisis" and we need to feel more confident than confined. 
 

We need to listen, to go down, deep 
inside ourselves, once more, and have a 
genuine encounter. We can regain 
confidence if we take care to think with 
our hearts. We feel confident, not so 
much to go far away, but to go towards 
our near and dear ones, to go deep down 
inside ourselves, to go towards the Lord. 
Today, more than ever, it's time to trust 
in God who is Love and Kindness. We 
trust in Him with the same confidence 
that prompted Jesus to let himself nailed 
to the Cross. 
 
Yes, like St. Louis, we will come out of 
our hiding place, renewed; but then we 
will be different from what we were 
before the pandemic. We too, we will 
overcome the crisis. 
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SG at Home Activities in the Spanish Gabrielite Institutions 
The activities to celebrate the Founder's Day at home have been so many and so creative that it is 
worth listing them and having a look at them by clicking the links hereafter. 

SG Barcelona 
The students and their parents took a picture of themselves with a drawing of Saint Louis or with 
some messages, and we edited a video in stages. 
 

- E. Nursery Section  https://youtu.be/44JYicalWaA 
- E. Primary (Stand. 1 and 2)  https://youtu.be/OJR-uX4LnjO 
- E, Primary (Stand. 3 to 6)  https://youtu.be/zY1sUSyS1cmO 
- ESO (Secondary) https://youtu.be/vN82K3bDoJA 

 
Greetings from Teachers of the Nursery School  https://youtu.be/Y SSJfEO3u8 
Step by Step (1st E.P). Rules for drawing St. Louis  https://youtu.be/XaTJwqiM2dw 
 

SG La Aguilera 
Greetings from the Educational Community:https://youtu.be/pFOO3mbOt8s 
On the Feast of St. Louis Marie de Montfort:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGBBhROe4FM 
 

SG Madrid 
Collaborative graffiti in " St. Gabriel’s Voice " 
 
Students, teachers, Brothers hung artistic creations on a large board, with plasticine, small 
constructions, graffiti, audio, songs, poems, playlets, videos, given as gifts to St. Louis.  
https: //madrid.gabrielistas.org$voces-san-gabriel/ 
 

SG Ripollet: Photo Mosaic 
The students made a drawing of the Founder and they sent a photo through social networks. With 
the pictures, we made a digital photomontage of St. Louis. 

 
SG Roa de Duero 
We have drawn St. Louis 
The students made drawings according to the different moments of St. Louis’ life. 

SG San Adriàn de Besós 
 
Greetings of the Teachers https://youtu.be/NAZg4bOBlKk 
St. Louis’ Hot Chocolate at Home 
We proposed that, in each home, the students prepared hot chocolate to celebrate the School. They were 
requested to send a photo to recall our Founder’s Feast Day. 
Preparing a song to Montfort in collaboration 
Drawing St. Louis with different techniques                 https://sabtadria.gabrielistas.org/dia 
 

SG Torroella de Montgrí 
Student photomontage (Nursery Class) 
Popular Virtual Snack    https://www.instagram.com/p/B_ilWVGgGc/ 
On the April 28, from 4:30 to 5:00 pm, the classes were opened thanks to Google MEET to make an 
interactive "Snack" with families, students and teachers in front of the camera. 

 

https://youtu.be/44JYicalWaA
https://youtu.be/OJR-uX4LnjO
https://youtu.be/zY1sUSyS1cmO
https://youtu.be/vN82K3bDoJA
https://youtu.be/NAZg4bOBlKk
https://www.instagram.com/p/B_ilWVGgGc/
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SG Viladecans 
Video Recalling the Previous Celebrations 

                 https://youtu.be/vH6o77DyG6E?list=PLlqSzLehJVwkzaOPBl9CGFWr7MUO4tfu 
St. Louis’ Puppet (Nursery Class) 
The children made a puppet representing St. Louis and took a photo of it. 
We paint St. Louis (Primary Classes) 
The students made a drawing of St. Louis according to the events of his life.  

 

 
SPAIN (May 2020) 
Welcome to ANCORA, a program of animation and accompaniment to manage our emotions and 
our feelings, in order to help us meditate, release tensions and walk together, starting from our 
spiritual aspirations. 
As it is a new project, we hope that it will be enriched by the contributions of those who want to 
participate in it, draw fruit from it and give it strong impetus; Feel free in your decision and 
respected: Always. If we drop the anchor in the right place, our boat will not drift away. 

Bro. Faustino Besa Gil, Provincial Superior 
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ANCORA.      By Claustre Besora, Member of the Pastoral Team 
 
Ancora will arrive at the end of May. Some will say, "So late" and they will be partly right; others 
will wonder, "Until when?" and we will not have the answer at hand. But we can tell you about its 
purpose: Ancora is meant to help and support the staff of our Institutions who need it. 
In this situation of lockdown, many of us have experienced various emotions which, unexpectedly, 
have raised strong storms in the inner part of self. Therefore, and knowing that, today, more than 
ever, we need to rely on each other, we are prepared to listen, to welcome and to share our faith. 
Ancora is the program, the service, the people. 
Humbly, our goal is to offer this support in different circumstances: 

✓ By dealing with Emotional and Spiritual Management, with people who listen to you and 
share your concerns. You can get in touch with them through email. 

✓ By providing a Body and Mental Well-Being through programs to which you can register by 
filling in a form. Afterwards, you will receive the link to Google MEET. 

✓ By sharing a time for Prayer after having filled in the registration form. The schedule will be 
worked out with the group. 

✓ By inviting the staff to sharing and lectures online with experts. 
 

INSTITUTIONS:  
THE MONTH OF MARY AT HOME 

 

Many activities were carried out in our SG at home during the month of May, a month that the 
Church dedicates to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Here is a wide range of gifts to the Mother of Jesus: 

❖ Search for people in your environment who live out Mary's values (kindness, courage, 
generosity, faith); 
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❖ Selfie with the Blessed Virgin Mary;  
❖ Soup of Letters with keywords and values.  
❖ Reading the Ave María and sharing on its 

message. 
❖ Stories on the theme of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

and / or the mother. 
❖ Drawings of the Blessed Virgin Mary made with 

the main tools used during the quarter: 
computer, tablet, mobile, etc. 

❖ Training to look for pictures of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary on Internet and other devices on the Web. 

❖ The Blessed Virgin Mary according to the idea of 
the mother and the family. Jesus, like us, had a 
family, with a father and a mother. 

❖ Games and activities related to the Blessed Virgin Mary: Interactive puzzle of the Virgin 
Mary. 

 

KINSHASA PROVINCE 
ECHO OF ST. MONTFORT’s FEAST DAY, HERE AND THERE, DURING THE LOCKDOWN 

         Bros Floride, Cleophas, Apollinaire and Hyacinthe. 
 
On April 28, every year, the Montfortian Family celebrates St. Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort. A 
large get-together was scheduled at St. Gabriel’s Secondary School, Mpasa (Kinshasa). 
Unfortunately, the pandemic, that is spreading terror everywhere, has upset all our plans. 
However, the day was celebrated in different ways. The Communities of Limete and Mombele 
offered Masses to be celebrated, one, in their Chapel and another one in the Parish Church. The 
Community of Kikwit celebrated a Mass of thanksgiving at their Community. 
At Isangi, the Brothers’ Community joined the one of the Daughters of Wisdom to celebrate 
Montfort and Marie Louise. 
A triduum was started on Monday April 26 to honour St. Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort followed 
by another one to honour Marie-Louise Trichet. These prayerful days were concluded by a Mass on 
the Feast of Marie Louise, on Thursday, May 07, at 11 a.m. 
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Before the Eucharist presided over by Mgr. Dieudonné Madrapile, the Bishop of Isangi, Brothers and 
Sisters prayed the Rosary followed by the Evening Prayer. The get-together began at 8:00 p.m. and 
ended at 11:00 p.m. 
The Brothers of Libreville (Gabon), took part in a Eucharist celebrated on April 28, morning. At 3 
p.m., they gathered with the Community of the Trinitarian Sisters and the Parish Priests for a 
fraternal meal. 
The Communities of the Provincial House and that of the Scholasticate were happy to come 
together. Fr. François Mabwisi, svd, presided over the Eucharist, at the Provincial House, at 10 a.m. 
At the end of the Eucharist, Bro. Arsène, thanked the celebrant and wished a Happy Feast to all the 
participants, on behalf of the Provincial Superior. Then, a simple and fraternal meal was served to 
mark the day. 
 
ST. MONTFORT’s SCHOOL AT LIMETE HAS A BOREWELL!  
Bros Blaise Ndukute and Hyacinthe Kihandi. 
 
It is said that water is life. Its importance is no longer to be demonstrated. 
Unfortunately, many sectors of the City of Kinshasa lack or have not 
enough water. 
St. Montfort’s Secondary School that is situated in the District of Limete 
does not receive enough water. The students of the School suffered from 
it. The Brothers wanted to find a final solution to that problem that had 
lasted too long. They developed a project which was funded by the 
Central Administration. The drilling started in July 2019. A week later, 
water was flowing in abundance. 
 
Home, Sweet Home, at last                                     Bro. Alphonse Lofulaka 
For several years, the Community of the Scholasticate had been in a state of disrepair. So as not to 
take any risks, the Scholasticate was moved in one of the houses belonging to the Association of 
Major Superiors (ASUMA). In the meantime, the Province had prepared a project which was 
submitted to the Central Administration. The project was accepted and funded by the Province of 
France. The construction work started in May 2018 under the supervision of Mr. Jules Binwana. At 
the end of September 2019, the building was ready to welcome its guests. Since October 1, 2019, 
the Brothers of the Community of the Scholasticate have moved into their new residence. We thank 
the Province of France for its generosity. 
 

THE LOCKDOWN AT THE SCHOLASTICATE  Fr. Alphonse Lofulaka 
For a few months now, the world has been living at the rhythm of the 
lockdown to protect itself from the Coronavirus. Nobody, black or white, rich 
or poor can avoid the pandemic of the century. Challenged by the change of 
our normal way of living, no longer able to go to University for our courses, 
we had to learn how to adapt to this new way of life. 

At Montfort Scholasticate, everyone has carved out a schedule 
allowing him to continue to take care of his studies without forgetting the 
Community chores. For the rest of the free time, the Community has 
organized itself so that none of its members can fall into idleness. In our 
spare time, we started working in the vegetable garden. Since the lockdown, 
the vegetables that we eat come from our garden, fruit of our labour and 
sweat. For solidarity sake, we share our production with the Community of 
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the Provincial House. This is for us a concrete way of living the recommendation of St. Paul to the 
Thessalonians (2 Th 3, 1-10). 
May this time of trial be a time of hope, creativity, closeness, responsibility and solidarity without 
borders. 
SPIRITUAL LIFE: RETREATS ON INTERCULTURALITY                                     Bro. Hyacinthe Kihandi. 

“We are convinced that fraternal life in Community is a mission in itself; and that, nowadays, 
international and inter-cultural Communities are prophetic signs of the Kingdom." (Acts of the 32nd 
General Chapter, §3.4 p. 18). Having understood the importance of the reality of interculturality in 

Religious Life in general and in our Institute in 
particular, the Montfortian Brothers of St. 
Gabriel of the Province of Kinshasa have 
chosen this theme for their monthly retreats. 
They take place every third Sunday of the 
month, at the Community of Limete. They are 
animated by Fr. François Batwafe, a priest of 
the diocese of Basankusu and a professor of 
Bible at the Catholic University of Congo 
(UCC). 
The Brothers have taken part in four retreats 

since the beginning of the academic year. 

GENERALATE 
SEMINAR AT CASTEL GANDOLFO: February 8 - 9, 2020     Bros Marcel Chapeleau and Claude Passebon 
We were 350 Religious and 50 laity, some of them Orthodox or Lutherans, from one hundred Institutes and 
33 countries. The translations were made in ten different languages. These statistics show that, in today’s 
world, the Church looks like a rainbow. Four Orthodox Religious, from France, stayed at our Generalate. Fr. 
Luiz Stefani, Superior General of the Montfort Missionaries and Fr. Arnold Suhardi, Assistant General, took 
part in the Seminar as well. 
Various Charisms: A Sister, in her input, stressed upon the presence of Mary in our personal lives. Mary lives 
already with each Person of the Holy Trinity; therefore, she can introduce, into the same reality, all those 
who take her as their Mother. While listening to this theologian, we could hear an echo of St. Louis Marie de 
Montfort’s thoughts and personal experience. 
The other inputs emphasized the charisms spread throughout history by Religious Institutes and Movements. 
God’s love for Humanity and mutual love between human beings are the laws of the Gospel. Christ is at the 
centre, not the Members of an Order. Unity is the goal of all Charisms. A founder said: "I belong to the Order 
of the Gospel". 
Pope Francis wrote to the Bishops, friends of the Focolari Movement, gathered during the same weekend: 
“The Spirit opens us to the dialogue of charity and truth with every man and woman, of all cultures, religious 
traditions and ideal convictions, in order to build up in encounter the new civilization of love. The Spirit puts 
us in the school of Mary, where we learn that what has value and remains is love...” 

GENERAL COUNCIL MEETINGS ONLINE Bro. Dionigi Taffarello 

I am sending you this photo to be published in the next GNB, if needed. As the Members of the 
General Council are dispersed in different places due to the restrictions caused by the Coronavirus, we have 
equipped the Meeting Room with a videoconference system which allows us to work online and have regular 
General Council Meetings. 

Bro. Jean-Marie Thior, the Secretary General, is connected from Dakar (Senegal); Bro. T.K. James, 
Assistant General, from Kerala (India) and Bro. Pratap Reddy, Assistant General, from Hyderabad (India). 
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We are all fine here in Rome. The current lockdown is due to last till May 3. Afterwards, we shall 
be allowed to move around a little more. Fraternal greetings to you and to all the Brothers. 

PROVINCE OF CANADA 
A LIFE IN SLOW MOTION 
Since March, since the 
compulsory lockdown was 
decided, we have all, except 
the COVID-19, been living at 
a slow pace. Our employees 
did not come to work so as 
not to propagate the virus. 
When and where possible, 
teleworking was 
recommended and the 
presence in the offices was 
restricted to works that 
were found of an absolute 
necessity: payroll 
preparation, urgent mails 

Bro. Oscar Bigras 
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and, let us say, Obituary Notices. Our 
heart is still bleeding because of the 5 
departures that happened in no time, too 
fast. These 5 Brothers were with us and 
they are no more. We knew quite well 
that they were admitted in the Rest Home 
for some good reasons. Bros Jérôme 
Riopel, Claude Béliveau, Louis-Philippe 
Guimont, Charles Gareau, Oscar Bigras, 
passed away because of Covid-19, just like 
that. Bro. Oscar Bigras had reached 101 
years and till the last day, he was busy 
working on his computer to update his 
Websites. He used to prepare the 
presentations of the deceased members 
of families and of the Brothers, to be 
shown during the visit to the funeral 
parlour. He was so active. Bro. Charles 
Gareau made rosaries to be distributed to 

children taking their First Communion… He 
had arrived at a total of more than 4,000 

handmade rosaries… while praying to Mary. 
 
Life in slow motion is over for them but, Brothers, we believe that you are still here among us. 
 
LIFE UNDER TEST 
Quite a number of us, especially in the Rest Home, have been tested due to COVID-19. Just a few 
have really undergone the assaults of the virus. Bro. Henri-Paul GERMAIN had to be admitted in 
Hospital and ventilated. Since then he needs rehabilitation: his legs are too weak for his long ascetic 
body; his lungs struggle to provide the breath of life; his eyesight is greatly weakened. He wants to 
go on but COVID-19 has thrown him down! Prompt recovery, dear Brother. Take time. Be patient. 
 
FIRST COMMUNION. As the instructions from the Government authorized gatherings of 50 people on 
condition that sanitary distances be respected, we decided to gather the Brothers living nearby the Provincial 
House, to celebrate the National Day of Quebec, on June 24. We had prepared an open-air gathering. 

Bro. Louis Philippe GUIMONT 
(left) 
and Bro. Claude BÉLIVEAU 
(right) 
Claude BÉLIVEAU, (à droite). 

Brother Jérôme RIOPEL 

Brother 
Charles 
GAREAU 
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Unfortunately, the lawn was soaked because of the rain of the previous day and the strong wing would have 
chased us away! 

 
For many, it was the occasion of a First 
Communion since March, the date of 
lockdown. 

The distanced Eucharistic Celebration was 
followed by a distanced meal, too. The Provincial 
Superior took advantage of the gathering to call for caution. The Brothers were invited to be careful 
even if there were less restrictions. They must keep themselves healthy. They have to provide their 
employees with a healthy environment. They must live on their guard, respectful of their own lives 
and the lives of those who live in their environment. 
 

HISTORY OF THE BROTHERS OF ST. GABRIEL IN RWANDA-BURUNDI (1965-2020) 
Bro. Marius NSHIMIRIMANA 

At the request of Fr. Georges-Henri Lévesque, Dominican (OP), the Founder and Rector of the 
National University of Rwanda, a first Brother of St. Gabriel, Dionel 
Lessard, from Canada, arrived in Butare, on August 9, 1965 , to teach at 
this University founded in 1963. 
Bro. Dionel Lessard 
Bro. Dionel Lessard remained in Butare till his death, on April 23, 1970. 
Since 1967, however, other Brothers of St. Gabriel had arrived in the 
Diocese of Butare. 
A Centre for Deaf and Dumb Children (1973) 
In 1960, a Belgian priest, Fr. Joseph Fraipont, of fond memory, had 
founded a Centre for physically impaired. In 1967, he had welcomed 
some deaf children in the group of the handicapped, but he quickly 

realized that it was difficult to integrate the deaf in 
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the group and to assume adequately the task of their rehabilitation. He, therefore, resolved to 
entrust this responsibility to a Religious Congregation. He approached the Brothers of St. Gabriel. 

 
Actually, the Dominicans, after having 
founded the National University of 
Rwanda in 1963, wanted to devote 
themselves to the apostolate in an 
underprivileged District in Kigali. They 
offered the Brothers of St. Gabriel the 
Monastery they had just built in 1969, in 
Butare. It would become the Centre for 
Deaf and Dumb Children. 
 
In October 1973, eighteen former deaf 
people inaugurated the new premises. 
The Centre for Deaf and Dumb Children 

in Butare, the first such institution in Rwanda, opened its doors. 
From 1982, a few French Brothers, specialists in hearing impaired, would come, in turn or together 
and collaborate with the Canadian and Rwandan Brothers in this Institution. In 2005, Bro. Claude 
Passebon, a Frenchman, was the last Brother hailing from the Western Provinces to leave the 
country. 
The Centre for Deaf and Dumb Children is currently aiming at upgrading its standard by setting up a 
full cycle of basic education in 12 years, including students without handicap at the Secondary level. 
he opening of a Vocational Centre for the disabled who do not have access to Secondary Education. 
Socio-Professional Integration 
A new socio-educational and professional configuration will allow the young deaf and dumb 
students of Butare to benefit from a solid and comprehensive education, which will allow them to 
succeed honestly in their life, later on, with professional independence, in a society which is often 
hard for disabled people, in general, and for deaf and dumb in particular. 

District of Rwanda (1987) 
Years passing by, and due to the development of the mission of the Brothers of St. Gabriel in 
Rwanda, there was a felt need for a structure that would facilitate the administration of the current 
affairs of the Congregation by granting some power and responsibility to the Brothers who were 
present in the country. On July 24, 1987, during a special session of the 7th Provincial Chapter of the 
Province of Champlain, it was decided to create a new District of Rwanda in Butare. The first Council 
of the District comprised: Bros Leo-Paul Cossette, Superior, Ferdinand Filion, Martin Masabo and 
Ambroise Thalamot as Councillors. The Council met for the first time on November 22, 1987. In 
1993, Bro. Pierre Le Floc'h was appointed District Superior. 
After the 1994 Genocide, in 1995, Rwanda became one of the five Regions of the Province of Central 
Africa. Bro. Pierre Le Floc'h became Provincial Superior of this Entity, remaining in charge of the 
Region of Rwanda until July 01,1998, when Bro. Jean Chrysostome Rurangirwa was appointed 
Superior of the Region. 
Regional House in Kigali (1998) 
Several attempts were made to find a property in the Capital, Kigali. Finally, the Missionaries of 
Africa (White Fathers) accepted to give a part of their property, located in the centre of the City. 
The Community settled there in August 1998 with a double purpose of settling the Headquarters of 
the Region and establishing a Formation House for the candidates. 
 



21 

Due to the restructuration of 
the East-African mission, in 
December 2018, the Sector of 
Rwanda-Burundi was united to 
the District of Tanzania-Kenya 
to form the Province of East-
Africa. The Community in 
Kigali is now in charge of a 
nursery school. 
 

 
St. Kizito’s Vocational School at 
Save (2000) 
In a letter dated April 2, 1999, His 
Excellency, Mgr. Philippe 
Rukamba, Bishop of Butare, 
requested the Brothers of St. 

Gabriel to take over the 
management of the Vocational 
School at Save to replace the 
Brothers of Van Dale who had to go 
back to Belgium due to their age. 
 

St. Louis Marie de Montfort’s 
Lower Secondary School (2013) 
 

30 km in the east of Kigali, a new 
Community with an educational 

mission was set up at Nyamata-
Bugesera.  
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St. Louis Marie de 
Montfort’s Secondary 
School of Nyamata 
opened its doors on 
February 11, 2013, on the 
Feast of our Lady of 
Lourdes. 
The School started with 
Lower Secondary 
students but plans to 

upgrade to Higher Secondary 
standard in the future. 
 

The Community of the 
Glorious Cross in Gitega 
Burundi (2006) 
The first three Brothers from 
Burundi joined the 
Congregation on July 5, 2003 
by taking their First Vows. At 
the invitation of the 
Archbishop of Gitega, the first 
Community of the Brothers of 

St. Gabriel arrived in Gitega 
on September 14, 2006, on 
the Feast of the Glorious 
Cross. 
The Community is involved 
in the education of deaf 
children and in the 
formation of the 
Postulants of the Province 
of East Africa. The 

Novitiate takes place in Tanzania. 
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A School under Construction in Bujumbura (Burundi) 
The Government of Burundi makes genuine efforts and focuses on education for all. However, much 
is still to be done in terms of school infrastructures and good supervision of the students.  
The rate of success at the exams is low, because classes are overcrowded, the rate of drop-outs is 
high, early 
marriages and 
unwanted 
pregnancies 
for girls are 
shortcomings 
that should be 
corrected by 
reliable 
supervision in 
order to train 
people to be 
useful to the 
Region, to the 
Country, in 
general, and 
to Humanity, why not? 
 

Provincial Administration in Dar-Es-Salaam – Tanzania (December 8, 2018) 
The Province of East-Africa has been formed with Sector of Kigali and the District of East Africa. It 
was inaugurated on December 8, 2018. The new Province comprises the following countries: 
 

Countries Year of Foundation Number of Communities 

Tanzania 1988 6 

Rwanda 1965 4 

Burundi 2006 1 

Kenya 2012 2 

Malawi 2019 1 

Total  14 

 

In this year 2020, the personnel of the new Province of East Africa hails from the following countries: 
 

COUNTRIES FINAL PROFs TEMPOR. PROFs  NOVICES POSTULANTS 

Rwanda 8 11 4 4 

Burundi 7 8 5 5 

Tanzania 5 24 2 1 

Kenya 0 7 6 2 

India  9 2 0 0 

Congo Brazzaville 1 0 0 0 

TOTAL 30 52 17 12 

 

May the Lord bless all those who have contributed in one way or another to the Mission of the 
Brothers of St. Gabriel in the countries of the Province of East Africa. 
Bro. NSHIMIRIMANA Marius, fsg 
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Brief Geography Lesson                                                                      East Africa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION for PARTNERSHIP (Singapore) 
 

It was by the hand of God and the grace of our Lady, that Singapore 
was chosen as the meeting venue for the International Commission for 
Partnership. Despite the initial breakout of the Coronavirus, the 
religious brothers and fellow collaborators from the commission took 
the risk for God and went ahead with the meeting which was held from 
29 January to 4 February at Montfort Centre. One of the key items on 
the agenda was know more about the experiences and activities of the 
Montfortian Associates Movement here in Singapore, Sabah and 

Thailand. As such, the presidents of the Montfortian Associates, Mr. Zerah Goh (Singapore), Mdm 
Rita Lasimbang (Sabah) as well as representative Mr. Anusorn (Thailand) made a presentation on 
the context and progress of their Montfortian Associates Movement. Mr. Edmund Wong, vice-
president of the Montfortian Associates (Sabah) and Mr. Edward Chu, member of the Montfortian 
Associates (Singapore) also shared their own personal testimony and journey from the preparation 
for the total consecration to being a Montfortian Associate today. Both revealed how St. Louis Marie 
de Montfort’s devotion to Mary touched them personally and that it is now their commitment and 
conviction to make Mary and Jesus better known and loved. The International Commission for 
Partnership were impressed by the efforts and commitment shown by the Montfortian Associates 
in Singapore, Sabah and Thailand and hoped that this would help grow the educative mission of the 
Brothers as well. Br. Dionigi Taffarello, Vicar General of the Montfort Brothers of St. Gabriel thanked 
and presented the cross of partnership to Mr. Zerah Goh to signify a sustained future of 
collaborations with the Montfortian Associates Movement! 
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Representatives of the "Montfortiam Associates Movement" of Singapore, Sabah and Thailand 
with the International Commissions for Partnership and for Formation.  

 
 

"Indabo za Mariya" Group, celebrates its 15th Anniversary 
Sunday, February 16, 2020, the Group of Associates of 
Indabo za Mariya (Flowers of Mary) from Rwanda 
celebrated its fifteenth anniversary in the gardens of our 
Community in Kigali. Time was allotted for sharing and 
reflection on the days to come. The group was born on the 
initiative of four Laity, in the backdrop of the message given 
by the Virgin Mary during the apparitions in Kibeho-Rwanda 
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1981-1989. The members of the 
group strive to live their baptismal 
commitments, participate joyfully in 
the events of the Montfortian Family 
and collaborate in the mission of the 
Brothers of St. Gabriel. 
 

MAM General Body meeting:  
On 1st December 2019 MAM 
commission organized its General 
body meeting at Campion school, 
Trichy. Our collaborators and 

Associates from all the schools numbering about 180 participated in the event. Our associates and 
legion of Mary from Trichy diocese too took part in the programmes. Fr. Micheal former Provincial 
of Montfort fathers addressed them on the ‘Montfortian Spirituality and practices’ which can be 
lived in our day today life. I congratulate Bro. John Xavier, the Convenor and Bro. Paneer Selvam, 
the organizing secretary and other members of the Commission for holding the General body 
meeting which was a spiritual awakening for its members. They also released their quarterly 
magazine “Montforthuva Nanban” on that day. Congratulations to all those who were responsible 
for bringing out the magazine. Brothers “Montforthuva Nanban” magazine is used for sharing our 
reflections on life, scriptures and charism. So we can make use of this golden opportunity to share 
our faith, hope in the Lord so that it becomes a tool for deepening of faith to all those who read it. 
Hence, I request you Brothers to share articles, stories, incidents and annotates which would help 
us grow together and march towards new kingdom which our Lord has promised to all of us. 

 
 

Meeting the Spanish Associates and Collaborators 
During the Canonical Visit of the Province of Spain (February 9-29, 2020), I was very happy to 
participate in in training programs of the various groups of Associates and Collaborators who share 
the mission and spirituality of the Brothers of St. Gabriel and to learn about the activities of these 
groups. 
On February 15, the "Montfortian Family" Group met at St Gabriel's School in Madrid. It was an 
interesting meeting in a joyful conducive atmosphere to sharing. The group is made up of different 
people: former Brothers and their wives, members linked to the Daughters of Wisdom and 
especially people in relation with our Institutions or with the parishes where our Schools are located. 
In general, these people want to live out the Montfortian-Gabrielite Spirituality, to know it better 
and to spread it. 
On Saturday February 22, the monthly training meeting of the AGMONT Group (Montfortian-
Gabrielite Association) was held at St. Gabriel’s Secondary School in Barcelona. The group was born 
in 1997 and has been constituted as an association since 2005. It is officially registered in Catalonia. 
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The 

Associates Members of AGMONT prepare activities organized in our schools and visits or trips, 
where contributions are collected to collaborate in the projects set up by "Solidaridad Gabrielista" 
(Gabrielite Solidarity) to help people in need. 

 

On February 29, morning, still in Barcelona, I had the opportunity to participate in the second 
Training Programme of the "Deepening Group" of the "Gabrielite Shared Mission". The Members 
of the group are collaborators in our schools who want to commit themselves more closely to know, 
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live and spread the charism, 
spirituality and tradition proper to 
the Brothers of St. Gabriel. The 
formation was focused on the 
knowledge of the Rule of Life of the 
Brothers of St. Gabriel and on the 
implementation, by the Laity, of 
some of its aspects in the educational 
mission. 
 

Heartfelt congratulations 
to the Brothers for the 
beautiful work they have 
done during all these years 
to organize, train and 
animate all these groups of 
Associates and 
Collaborators. It is 
heartening to see the 
implication and commitment of the Associates to support the Brothers in their educational mission 
and their desire to give a future to the Montfortian Gabrielite Tradition despite the decrease in the 
number of Brothers. 
 
Bro. Dionigi T. 
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For the NEWS of English Provinces, please refer to the NEWS BULLETIN published by each one of 
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